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Dr. Taylor to Present at Pollinator Workshop, June 2

Manhattan, KS, May 17, 2010--“Pollinators positively affect all our lives--let's SAVE them and CELEBRATE them!” said Richard Wynia about the upcoming Pollinator Workshop.  Wynia is Manager of the Manhattan (Kansas) Plant Materials Center (PMC), located south of Manhattan.

In an effort to help save and celebrate pollinators, the PMC will host a free public program that will focus on a popular pollinator, the monarch butterfly.  The event will be on Wednesday, June 2, 2010, from 
9:30 a.m. to noon at the PMC, 3800 South 20th Street, Manhattan, KS 66502.  Directions to the PMC are below.  If you plan to attend, please register by May 28, by calling the PMC at 785-539-8761 and request any special accommodations needed.  Those attending should bring a lawn chair and bug spray and dress appropriately for the weather conditions.  

Guest speaker will be internationally recognized Dr. Chip Taylor, University of Kansas.  His talk is entitled “Your Future Flies on the Wings of Pollinators:  Things You Should Know about Pollinators and Pollination.”  Dr. Taylor is the founder and director of Monarch Watch, an outreach program focused on education, research, and conservation relative to monarch butterflies.  The goal of this program is to inspire the public, schools, and others to create habitats for pollinators such as monarch butterflies.

Wynia invites anyone who would like to learn more about the pollinators and monarchs to join Dr. Taylor and the PMC staff for this informational and educational event.  A flyer about the workshop is available at http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/pollinators.html.

“Dr. Taylor is the expert on monarchs,” said Wynia.  “The workshop provides an opportunity to learn from him.

“Pollinating animals, including bees, birds, butterflies, bats, beetles, and others, are vital to our delicate ecosystem, supporting terrestrial wildlife, providing healthy watersheds, and more,” said Wynia.
 
“While insects and other animal pollinators may come in small sizes, they play a large partnership role in the production of the food we eat, in the future of our wildlife, and in the health of nearly all flowering plants,” he said.  “Lands without bees, butterflies, beetles, birds, and even bats is land devoid of the life-giving relationships that sustain plant reproduction.”

The PMC was first established in 1936 as a conservation tree nursery.  In 1954, it became the PMC, developing plants and new plant technologies for America’s heartland.  Its primary objective is to develop plant materials for conservation purposes.  It offers services to a diverse region of the heartland including northeastern Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, and northern Oklahoma.  The PMC is located on sandy loam soil in the Kansas River Valley, southwest of Manhattan, Kansas.  More information about the PMC is available at http://plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/kspmc.  The PMC program is administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  For more information about NRCS, go to the Web site at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
 
National Pollinator Week, in its fourth year, will celebrate its theme, “A World of Pollinators,” June 21-27, 2010.  For more information, go to www.pollinator.org.  Over 20 partner organizations sponsor informational and education efforts about pollinators.  
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Directions:  
From Manhattan:  From Ft. Riley Blvd. or Tuttle Creek Blvd. (east side of Manhattan by Manhattan Town Center Mall), cross the Kansas River Bridge. Immediately after crossing the bridge, turn right onto McDowell Creek Road (Riley Co. 901) and travel 6 miles, turn right onto West 32nd Avenue (Ashland Bottoms, Riley Co. 424) and travel 3 miles north and 1 mile west to the PMC. 

From I-70:  Travelers on I-70 should exit 307-McDowell Creek Road Interchange (eastbound travelers should turn left and westbound travelers should turn right) and travel 3.6 miles on McDowell Creek Road (Riley Co. 901) to West 40th Avenue, turn left and travel 3 miles north to the PMC.
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